Blog Post: Census 2020
The Spokane County Complete Count Committee is working to ensure a complete and accurate 2020 Census in Spokane County. Through collaboration and partnership, they aim to improve the community’s understanding of and trust in the Census so that the 2020 count is a thorough and accurate reflection of our community.
Census 2020 will determine how billions of Federal funds are distributed, the number of seats Spokane County has in Congress, where critical infrastructure is provided and much more. Spokane County Complete Count is working to make sure the county has a thorough and accurate count. Learn more about the Census and how you can make a difference below:
How it Works
Every 10 years, every household in America is surveyed on demographics such as race and age. The result is a beautiful portrait of America. This year, we'll be asked to respond online.
When it Happens
In mid-March, households will be mailed an invitation to participate. Although the invite will come in our mailbox, we'll be asked to complete the questionnaire online. The online questionnaire portal opens March 12 and April 1 is Census Day!
Why it Matters
Our representation in government and funding for programs like schools, fire stations and roads all depend on a complete Census count. Spokane County will lose over $30,000 per person missed. That’s funding that could have been used for after school programs, rural healthcare and more. We cannot afford to lose that!
How Safe is it?
U.S. Code prevents the U.S. Census Bureau from releasing or sharing any information that identifies you individually. The Bureau cannot share your information with anyone-not your landlord, Homeland Security or anyone else. Every Census Bureau employee and contractor is sworn for life to always protect your information.
Who Counts?
Everyone living in the United States as of April 1, 2020 counts! A baby born April 1, a person who is 150 years old, folks who have lived here for generations, foreign exchange students, refugees, folks who are undocumented, people who live in mansions, folks who don't have houses all count!
How to Participate
Most of Spokane County will receive a letter in the mail that includes a unique code. We'll be asked to use that code to access the online questionnaire. We can still request a paper copy or complete the process over the phone.

Ways to Get Involved
· Make sure you get counted! Respond to the Census
· Visit SpokaneCensus.org
· Host a Census 101 training at your place or work / other affiliations
· Share information via newsletters and social media (sample posts can be found here https://www.spokanecensus.org/partner-messaging)
· Like and suggest others like Spokane Census on Facebook and Instagram.
For more information, contact the Census Coordinator, Alex Panagotacos, at 509-624-2606 or apanagotacos@innovia.org.
The Spokane County Complete Count Committee and Coordinator are made possible with funds from Innovia Foundation and jurisdictions within Spokane County through Spokane Regional Transportation Council (SRTC).
Funding for Spokane County Complete Count comes from the following municipalities and organizations: Airway Heights, Cheney, Deer Park, Fairfield, Latah, Liberty Lake, Medical Lake, Millwood, Rockford, Spangle, City of Spokane, Spokane County, Spokane Valley, Waverly, Spokane International Airport, Spokane Transit and WSDOT. Contributions are facilitated through SRTC. Innovia Foundation also contributes financially to this program.
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